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CAVES ASSOCIATION

August 1, 1980
NCA IN TENNESSEE

The 1980 NCA Convention will be October 28th, 29th and 30th
in Tennessee.
This will be a full, action-packed three days
and we need YOU and as many of your key people as can come.
Advance schedule, details and motel registration information
will be mailed the first week in August.
Many visitors come
to enjoy the colorful Tennessee October, so be sure to make
your reservations promptly.
SEE YOU IN TENNESSEE ••.•..

EXECUTIVE

The NCA Executive Committee met Sunday, July 27th - next
meeting is scheduled for mid-September.

NATIONAL

COMMITTEE
COMMITTEE

SENATE TOURISM CAUCUS

Tom Gibson reports the Advisory Commission to the Federal
Highway Administrator on Signing and Public Informational
Needs on the Interstate and Primary Highway System, of which
he is a member, met July 9th and 10th. Much of the meeting
dealt with just compensation and the hardship exemption to
the removal of non-conforming signs. Next meeting will be
September 25 - 26 in either Atlanta or Chicago.
Tom would
welcome your support as an observer at this meeting - please
contact him if there is any possibility you could attned.
Tom will give us a full report on this Commission's activities
during the Fall NCA Meeting.
A Senate Tourism Caucus, the counterpart

of the very

successful

is being

Congressional

Tourism

Caucus,

formed.

The movement is being spearheaded by Senator Jim Sasser and
Senator John Warner.
Our NCA members are urged to contact
their Senators, encouraging them to agree
members of the Senate Tourism Caucus.

NATIONAL

TOURISM POLICY

to participate

as

The House of Representatives recently passed the National
Tourism Act (H.R. 7321) by a vote of 347 to 55. The bill
officially recognized the importance of tourism to the
nation's social and economic welfare and established the
National Tourism Council to coordinate federal tourism
programs.
The bill also extends the life of USTS for one year.
Rep. Jim Santini said it was the combined support of the
250-member Congressional Tourism caucus and travel industry
leaders that guaranteed the successful vote on this important
measure.

ADDITIONAL

INFORMATION

Tom Gibson

has uncovered

some interesting

statistics

in his

own operation 'by comparing 1980 paid admissions for the 1st
six days of July with not only 1979 but also with 1978 and
with their best July 4th week. He invites other caves to
share similar information with us. We'll report the findings
in the next issue of NCA CAVE TALK.

LITTLE GROWTH

The U. S. Travel Data Center reports attendance at private
attractions experienced little growth during the 1st quarter
on 1980 - up only 0.9%. The New England area had the largest
decline of 13.4 percent.

SCIENCE MAGAZINE

NCA was mentioned
Magazine.

SICK CALL

in the July/August

A number

of inquiries

issue of Science

have been

received.

Sue Hounshell is recovering from major surgery and has
resumed some of her FORBIDDEN CAVERNS' duties.
Ed Swartz, INDIAN ECHO CAVERNS, was recently hospitalized
for pnuemonia.

CAVES ARE COOL

Russ Campbell and FANTASTIC CAVERNS have been turiing the
area heat wave into good publicity - Caves are Cool - good
media

reception,

including

national

AP coverage.

CARLSBAD CAVERNS reports July 4th visitation
1979 - the cool cave temperatures attracting

was up 26% over
heat weary south-

westerners.

TORNADO:

ONONDAGA CAVE was without power in the cave for two days
over the Fourth of July weekend because of a tornado that
hit the area. Their campground was without power for 5 days.
Bill Breen

reports

no major

damage

to their

installation.

NIGHT TOUR

RUBY FALLS, in cooperation with area motels, is offering a
package night tour for $5.00 (transportation, admission and
guide .service).

WILD WEST

John Bridges sends reports of a wild bear in the area of
CASCADE CAVERNS.
The tracks are said to measure 8~ across.

LIGHT STICKS

A source

for light

sticks

- 959 each, minimum

order

$40.00.

Cadillac Plastics, attn: Marge Cordier, 1221 Bowers Street,
Birmingham, Michigan 48012. Toll-free number: 800-521-7810.
MOVIE

The final episodes

of the movie

liKing

Corba"

are to be shot

in De SOTO CAVERNS during the 1st and 2nd week in August.
NEW BROCHURE

Dwight Weaver

has designed

an entirely

new brochure

for

BRIDAL CAVE ...a copy is inclosed.
HONORS

The Summer 1980 Tourist Attractions and Parks magazine
announced that Clara Heidemann (NATURAL BRIDGE CAVERNS) had
been selected for inclusion in the 17th edition of Who's
Who In The South and Southwest and in the American Registry
Series.

NEW SERVICE

The Travel Industry Association of America (formerly DATO)
has initiated a quarterly JOBLINE member service, listing
Positions Wanted and Help Wanted.

:eRAVEL BOOK

The forthcoming Readers' Digest Travel Book will include
mention of BRIDAL CAVE.

MANAGEMENT

SYMPOSIUM

The 1980 National Cave Management Symposium will be held
at MAMMOTH CAVE NP October 14 - 17. Steering Committee
includes Bob Deskins (MAMMOTH CAVE) and Jack Steiner (RUBY
FALLS) and the Organizing Committee includes Bill Austin
(MAMMOTH ONYX CAVE).
Details from 1980 National Cave
Management symposium. P. O. Box 80, Mammoth Cave, KY 42259,
Attention

WESTERN

TOURISM

NWA

ECONOMIC

IMPACTS

James Wiggins.

The 1980 Western Tourism Conference will be December 8 - 10
at the South Coast Plaza Hotel, Orange County, California.
The National

Tour Brokers

in St. Louis

November

Association

Convention

will

be

10 - 14.

April .... Nine operations reported increases which averaged
out to 11.64%.
16 members indicated decreases - some
fairly hefty (23%, 14% 22% and several at 10%) averaging
out to 8.75% down.
Again weather was given as a reason
for both the increases and the decreases.
May .... 15 operations reported increases averaging out to
12.22%.
Eight members were still down - but not so severly
as the average was 6.42% down.
Many operators reported
tour groups down sharply - especially school groups - as
well as tourbroker cancellations.

-

June .... Twenty-five operations reported increases, ranging
from a low of 2% to a high of 117% and averaging out to
24.05% up.
All reports of increases mentioned the good
availability
of fuel.
There were six reports of decreased
business - from 1979 levels.
These decreases ranged from
1% to 10.5% and averaged 6.43% decrease.
All mentioned the
recession as the reason for their downtrend.
Three of these
were in the same geographic area.
A sharp decrease in the
number of motor coach tours has been noted - this could be
because the motorcoach tour customer is probably retired on
a fixed income and inflation has hit them hard.
Please note the request
Additional Information.

SEE YOU IN TENNESSEE

- October

elsewhere

in this

28, 29 & 30 - SEE YOU IN TENNESSEE

issue

for

- October

28, 29 & 30

